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Schedule of Activities
March 14-20, 2010

SUNDAY, March 14
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship
MONDAY, March 15
10:00 Staff Meeting
Conference Room
6:00 Missions and Social
Ministries Committee
Conference Room
TUESDAY, March 16
7:00 The Classics
Leave for Macon
WEDNESDAY, March 17
Church
Office
Closed
for St.
Patrick’s
Day
SATURDAY, March 20
8:00 Church-wide Work Day
Educational Building

First Baptist Church
P.O. Box 9551
Savannah, GA 31412-9551

Address service requested

The Worship of God
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2010
Eleven O’clock

Sermon:
“The Prodigal God”

First Lesson:
Joshua 5:9-12

Second Lesson:
II Corinthians 5:16-21

Gospel:
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Anthem:
“Turn Your Eyes from My Sins”
by Thomas Attwood
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Family Night Activities
March 24, 2010
(no activities on March 17)

5:00 Family Night Meal

Lewis Hall

5:30  Nursery Opens
Room 201

5:45  Children’s Choir
Sanctuary

5:45  Youth Choir
Sanctuary

5:45 Prayer Concerns
Lewis Hall

6:15 “ZA” - Seeking Truth
Room 202

6:15  Adult Bible Study
Lewis Hall

6:15  Adult Handbell Choir
Sanctuary

7:30  Adult Choir
Sanctuary

THE CALENDAR

Expressing the Mission and Ministry of First Baptist Church
Chippewa Square Savannah, Georgia

OUR LENTEN
OFFERING

Global Missions Offering
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

If you haven’t already put the yellow and white Lenten offering envelope
from your church envelopes to use, the Missions Committee encourages you to do so.
Joining with others, we can truly reach around the world,




IRST
THOUGHTS

This week marks the midpoint in our observance of the season of Lent. Many of us

who grew up in the Baptist family of the larger Church knew precious little about this

particular season of the Christian year, or for that matter, any other season. As a young person, I remember

that my Roman Catholic friends sometimes received ashes on their foreheads on Ash Wednesday and that my

Lutheran friends often spoke of “giving up” something during the weeks leading up to Easter. None of it

sounded all that fun to my Baptist ears and it was difficult for me to imagine that anyone might actually
“enjoy” Lent.

In her fine book, A Clearing Season: Reflections for Lent, Sarah Parsons writes:

“Lent is not all about penitence or misdeeds or guilt. It is a time of introspection, true, but its ultimate
purpose lies beyond penitence. In essence Lent serves as our annual invitation to come closer to God. It
provides a time to look at our lives and ourselves, not so we may criticize ourselves more harshly but so we
can identify the obstructions that keep us from God. What keeps us from feeling the presence of the divine in
our every day? How do we hide from God, and why? Lent gives us a chance to look at such obstructions and
to move them gently away so that we can come closer to the Love that gives us life, the Love whose triumph
we will celebrate on Easter morning.”

I hope that all of us are making the most of Lent this year by entering fully this “clearing season” with
joy. Join us for worship on Sunday mornings and for our Bible study in the Gospel of Luke on Wednesday
nights. Continue the Faith Comes By Hearing scripture readings each day and the Journey to the Cross daily
devotionals posted on the First Baptist Church web site. And as the scaffolding in our historic sanctuary is
finally removed and we enjoy our larger worship space once again, may it serve as a reminder of our need to
remove from our lives all of those things that obstruct and keep us from God.

—John Finley

Hospitalizations
Rance Pusser — St. Joseph’s 307
Brad Allen — (West Virginia)

No Family Night Activities
On Wednesday, March 17

Deacons Serving in March
Lynn Hadwin, captain
Beverly Flanagan
Bill Kleinpeter

/ Gaye Rountree
\\ Nancy Sutton

Ushers Serving in March
Barbara Stull, captain

Children’s Time
John Finley

Lay Reader for March 14
Tricia Craig

Cleveland Beach
Sanctuary Flowers Leslie Stull
given to the glory of God George Worthy
and in memory of i
M Worth
Sympathy Mr. and Mrs. James C. Anstine arion oty

to Steve Stramm and family
n the death of his uncle,
Byrn Phelps

and Mr. and Mrs. A.C. Harrison

by their children Greeters for March 14

George and Marion Worthy

A Lenten Reflection
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. (Psalm 51:17)

We live in a breakable world. Buildings collapse during earthquakes, tree limbs break off during storms, bones
fracture when people fall, dishes shatter when they drop to the ground, hearts and lives are broken through our
carelessness. Sometimes what is broken can be repaired. Other times not. Sometimes we go to great lengths and
expense to fix what is broken (think roof trusses and Toyota recalls). Other times we simply throw it away (think
broken umbrellas).

The world sees no value in brokenness. And yet, according to the psalmist, God does. Brokenness is somehow
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are. Recognizing that is one of the gifts of Lent.

Lent is a time of reflection on who we are and how we live our lives, of recognizing our humanity, of turning to
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contrite hearts. The forty days of Lent serve to remind us not just of our brokenness and our need for repentance; they
remind us that Jesus was also broken. And in the midst of his brokenness and suffering, there is hope ¢ hope for

healing and for life. We journey to the cross during Lent; but thanks be to God, Easter is on the way.

NOTE OF THANKS
We wish to thank the
congregation for your prayers and
kind gestures during Doug's recent
eye surgery. Events unfolded so
quickly that we were unable to
convey our deep gratitude for the

blessings we received

— with love,
Doug and Tricia Craig

PASTORAL CARE WORKSHOP

A Pastoral Care Workshop
will be held following the Third
Sunday Luncheon on Sunday, March
21. Rick Sebastian will lead a class
on Parish Visitation; Rev. Will
Barnes will lead a class on Eldercare;
Rev. Lauren Colwell will lead a class
on family systems. Classes will
dismiss promptly at 1:00 p.m.

TIME CHANGE

¢ Gaye Rountree

CHURCH-WIDE WORK DAY

Be sure to set aside time on Saturday, March 20, for our
Church-wide Work Day sponsored by the Property Maintenance
Committee. We will begin with coffee and donuts at 8:00 a.m.
and end promptly at noon because of a wedding later in the day.
We will focus much of our attention on the Education Building
and there will be plenty of activities for all ages, both inside and
out. So please make some time to help take care of our church

home. We look forward to seeing you there!
— Dale Willhite, chair

MARCH MISSION MADNESS

Please remember our youth and adults traveling to Macon
on Friday, March 12. Our youth will join with 250 other youth
from around Georgia to participate in a weekend of worship,
study, and mission projects. Projects on Saturday will include
painting, scraping, cleaning, roofing, singing, washing, crafting,
and playing with children. For those who are going, please meet
at the church at 4:45 on Friday afternoon so that we can leave by
5:00. We will return around 12:30 on Sunday afternoon.
Representing our church will be Bee Laster, Dru Lawhorne,
Matthew McClain, Emma Rountree, Betsy Sutton, Will Sutton,
Jack Willhite, Beth Wright, Walker Wright, Dale Willhite, and
Lauren Colwell.

FLOWER CALENDAR

The newly formed Altar Guild is furnishing our sanctuary
floral arrangements for a charge of $50. Please call Karen in the
church office if you would like to reserve a date to honor or
remember a loved one. When the donor chooses not to take the
flowers after worship, the Altar Guild will break the arrangement
down into small arrangements which the Pastoral Care
Committee will deliver. If you have spare bud vases or other
small vases that could be used for this purpose, please bring them
to the church office.



